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Revising the Laws of Chess 

Unfortunately, I had an accident during the Tal Memorial in Moscow and ended up being hospitalized for 
about two weeks, both there and back home in Nijmegen. Following an operation, I am recovering and I hope 
to arbitrate the Aeroflot Open in Moscow from February 13-23, 2008. I received many get well wishes from 
players, journalists, organizers and arbiters, and it was very encouraging. I would like to thank everyone for 
their support.

In the meantime there was a meeting of the Rules and Tournament Regulations Committee in Turkey. I will 
report on it in an upcoming column, although I was not present. The meeting initiated the process for revising 
the Laws of Chess during the FIDE Congress in Dresden, November 2008. I have already prepared a list of 
proposed changes and I sincerely hope that ChessCafe.com readers will support these revisions to the same 
extent as they have in the past. As a matter of fact, the majority of the proposed changes came from 
ChessCafe.com readers.

Question Dear Geurt, I was one of the arbiters at a Rapid tournament where the following incident occurred. I 
was away, but another arbiter handled the situation, since he was present at that particular game. Player A had 
1 minute and 28 seconds and Player B had 1 minute and 48 seconds. Player A touched a piece, but moved 
another one and started his opponent’s clock. Player B then made a claim based on Article 4.3, and Player A 
denied that he had touched the piece. The arbiter penalized Player A by reducing his time to 44 seconds and 
Player A later lost the game. I told my colleague that he made a mistake, because he should reduce half of the 
time unless a player has less than 2 minutes, as he can’t adjust the clock to less than one minute. If his decision 
was to reduce Player A’s time, then the final adjust of the clock needed to be 1 minute not 44 seconds. And if 
Player A had less than 1 minute, then he can’t reduce his time, but needs to add time to Player B’s clock. Is 
this correct? Would you add time to Player B or reduce time from Player A in this situation? Best Regards, 
Edgar Murray Ortiz (Puerto Rico)

Answer Unfortunately, you and your colleague were both wrong. You mixed up two Articles of the Laws of 
Chess:

7.4.a. If during a game it is found that an illegal move, including failing to meet the requirements of the 
promotion of a pawn or capturing the opponent’s king, has been completed, the position immediately 
before the irregularity shall be reinstated. If the position immediately before the irregularity cannot be 
determined, the game shall continue from the last identifiable position prior to the irregularity. The 
clocks shall be adjusted according to Article 6.14. Article 4.3 applies to the move replacing the illegal 
move. The game shall then continue from this reinstated position.

b. After the action taken under Article 7.4(a), for the first two illegal moves by a player the arbiter 
shall give two minutes extra time to his opponent in each instance; for a third illegal move by the 
same player, the arbiter shall declare the game lost by this player. 

and

9.5 If a player claims a draw as in Article 9.2 or 9.3, he shall immediately stop both clocks. He is not 
allowed to withdraw his claim. 

a. If the claim is found to be correct the game is immediately drawn. 

b. If the claim is found to be incorrect, the arbiter shall add three minutes to the opponent’s remaining 
time. Additionally, if the claimant has more than two minutes on his clock the arbiter shall deduct half 
of the claimant’s remaining time up to a maximum of three minutes. If the claimant has more than one 
minute, but less than two minutes, his remaining time shall be one minute. If the claimant has less than 
one minute, the arbiter shall make no adjustment to the claimant’s clock. Then the game shall continue 
and the intended move must be made.


